
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 13 November 2014] 

 p8120b-8121a 
Ms Lisa Baker 

 [1] 

FORMER RACEHORSES — REHOMING PROGRAMS 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.50 pm]: The majority of horses bred for racing prove to be unsuitable for the 
career and face uncertain futures. Horses are not companion animals. Finding safe homes is limited. The charity 
Second Chance Horse Rescue reports to me that 80 per cent of the horses that it tries to rehome are failed 
racehorses suffering from cruelty and neglect. Trainers and owners who try to rehome them have had limited 
options and no help. I have fostered Phoenix, a 17.2 hand, three-year-old racehorse with an injury from floating. 
He was sent to the slaughterhouse rather than the owners incurring any further veterinary costs. When he arrived 
at my home, he was desperately underweight, bald from a fungus that covered his body and crippled from 
inattention to his feet. I am pleased to say that when he was rehomed, he had grown another five centimetres and 
was fat, shiny and very cheeky! 

I am pleased to recognise the work of Racing and Wagering Western Australia’s Off the Track program, which 
aims to increase the demand for retired racehorses as pleasure and performance horses through the promotion of 
the attributes of thoroughbred and standardbred horses. The mission is to facilitate the placement of retired 
racehorses in second careers by promoting the many retrainers across the state and educating the community 
about various life-after-racing options and the versatility of these horses. Ron Fleming and Sharon Joyce from 
Racing and Wagering Western Australia have worked hard to introduce this program. One of the activities of 
Off the Track is a series of show horse competitions exclusively for retired thoroughbreds. Qualifiers have been 
held throughout the year at Perth metropolitan and regional agricultural shows. The winner of the first qualifier 
was a beautiful eight-year-old mare originally trained by Fred Kersley. 
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